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Book Reviews

A- Z of food safety / by Jeremy W. Strank._ London :
Thorogood.2007.385 P.

What is this book about? We currently live
in an increasingly litigious society, and the
legal and practical risks associated with food
safety are becoming complex and significant
areas of concern for health officers and food
business owners. This book is a detailed and
comprehensive guide to the field of study, fully
upto-date with all the latest developments in
UK and European legislation. With an extensive
topic-by-topic index format, this book will
prove an accessible source of reference for
all food-related queries. The author explains how best to conform
to regulations and offers relevant practical advice under each topic
heading. Who should read this book? Environmental health and
trading standards officers, all sectors of the food production and
retailing industry, the catering industry, the educational sector and
other areas the public sector, students and academics, lawyers
specialising in this area.




Six Degrees: Our Future on a Hotter Planet / by Mark Lynas_London:
Fourth State . 2007 . 384 P

This work presents an eye-opening and vital
account of the future of our earth and our
civilisation if current rates of global warming
persist, by the highly acclaimed author of “High
Tide”. Picture yourself a few decades from
now, in a world in which average temperatures
are three degrees higher than they are now.
On the edge of Greenland, rivers ten times
the size of the Amazon are gushing off the ice
sheet into the north Atlantic. Displaced victims
of North Africa’s drought establish a new
colony on Greenland's southern tip, one of the few inhabitable areas
not already crowded with environmental refugees. Vast pumping
systems keep the water out of most of Holland, but the residents of
Bangladesh and the Nile Delta enjoy no such protection. Meanwhile,
in New York, a Category 5-plus super storm pushes through the
narrows between Staten Island and Brooklyn, devastating waterside
areas from Long Island to Manhattan. Pakistan, crippled by drought
brought on by disappearing Himalayan glaciers, sees 27 million
farmers flee to refugee camps in neighbouring India. Its desperate
government prepares a last-ditch attempt to increase the flow of the
Indus river by bombing half-constructed Indian dams in Kashmir.
The Pakistani president authorises the use of nuclear weapons in
the case of an Indian military counter-strike. But the biggest story
of all comes from South America, where a conflagration of truly
epic proportions has begun to consume the Amazon! Alien as it all
sounds, Mark Lynas incredible new book is not science-fiction; nor
is it sensationalist. The six degrees of the title refer to the terrifying
possibility that average temperatures will rise by up to six degrees
within the next hundred years. This is the first time we have had a
reliable picture of how the collapse of our civilisation will unfold unless
urgent action is taken. Most vitally, Lynas book serves to highlight the
fact that the world of 2100 doesn’t have to be one of horror and
chaos. With a little foresight, some intelligent strategic planning, and




a reasonable dose of good luck, we can at least halt the catastrophic
trend into which we have fallen. But the time to act is now.

The Richness of Life: A Stephen Jay Gould Reader/ Stephen Jay Gould.
London: Vintage .2007 .656 P
There aren’t many scientists famous enough
. in their lifetime to be canonized by the US
h"“'_['h en Jay Congress as one of America’s ‘living legends’.
Gould Q It is still more unlikely that the title should
have been conferred on a man regarded by
many in the US as a notorious radical and
| sometime Marxist - controversial throughout
his life as a theorist and polemicist even
amongst colleagues in his own chosen fields
of palaeontology and evolutionary theory.
Yet few would have grudged this accolade to
Stephen Jay Gould, whose writings on history - both of the natural
world and of the study of that natural world - had made him a
household name by the time of his death in 2002. And not just in
the Anglophone world, for his books and articles have been widely
translated and read in their hundreds of thousands in every society in
which debate about evolution and the human condition are the stuff
of intellectual life. Gould's written legacy is prodigious - the unbroken
series of 300 essays published in “Natural History” magazine, a clutch
of books culminating in the monumental 1400 page “Structure of
Evolutionary Theory”, appearing just months before his death, and of
course his academic papers. A committed Darwinian and robust critic
of creationist myths, he nevertheless made major revisions to orthodox
Darwinian theory, from his concept of punctuated equilibrium to his
insistence on the importance of chance in the history of life on earth.
And in addition, his trenchant attacks on scientific racism and the
pretensions of sociobiology still resonate, nearly three decades after
they were first written. In the “Stephen Jay Gould Reader”, Steven
Rose and Paul McGarr have selected from across the full range of
Gould’s writing, including some of the most famous of his essays and
extracts from his major books. An introduction by Steven Rose sets
both the essays, and Gould’s life, in context.

the tichness al life
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